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II. Explore > 5. Defining the Problem & Identifying Key Questions > Polls 

Polls 

Students are asked to respond to a question and their answers are tallied in a 

visual format that is usually shared. 

How to do this online

 

Embed a survey or poll into a Canvas page, discussion thread, or 

announcement. Links to a survey or poll can also be sent to students via 

email. Polls can be used as an attention grabber, icebreaker, or knowledge 

assessment tool. Polls can kick start other active learning techniques, such as 

discussions or debates. Anonymous polls facilitate frank answers. Shy students 

may be more likely to respond to a poll than a discussion question. Polls can 

encourage metacognitive skills by encouraging self-assessment. 

 

PROS: Students have more time to consider options.  

 

CONS: Difficult for the instructor to give immediate feedback.  

 

Tools you could use: 

 Poll Everywhere https://www.polleverywhere.com/ 

 Canvas survey function - https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-

2938 

 Zoom - https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/more-apps/zoom (during 

scheduled, synchronous meetings) 

 

 How to do this in the classroom 

 

Ask a question and have students reply via an Internet technology, a student 

response system (“clickers”), by raising their hands, or holding up color-coded 

notecards which correspond to their answer. Polls can be used as an attention 

https://www.polleverywhere.com/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2938
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2938
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/more-apps/zoom
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grabber, icebreaker, or knowledge assessment tool. Polls can kick start other 

active learning techniques, such as discussions or debates. Anonymous polls 

facilitate frank answers. Shy students may be more likely to respond to a poll 

than a discussion question. Polls can encourage metacognitive skills by 

encouraging self-assessment. 

 

PROS: Instructors can get instantaneous feedback and immediately adjust the 

instruction based on students’ answers. Polls can also be a thinking break for 

students. 

  

CONS: If the Internet is needed, poor cell phone reception or Wi-Fi 

connections can be frustrating. If you use the non-tech version of hand 

raising or color-coded notecards it isn't anonymous; students can go along 

with the crowd.  

 

Tools you could use: 

 Poll Everywhere https://www.polleverywhere.com/ 

 Canvas Survey function - https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-

2938 

 Clickers 

 Colored notecards 

  

https://www.polleverywhere.com/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2938
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2938

