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II. Explore > 5. Defining the Problem & Identifying Key Questions > Think-Pair-Share 

Think-Pair-Share 

Think-Pair-Share activities pose a question to students that they must 

consider alone and then discuss with a neighbor before settling on a final 

answer. Even though the activity is called think-"PAIR"-share, this is the term 

many instructors use for pairs and small groups (three or four students) alike. 

Often this group discussion "sharing" is followed up with a larger classroom 

discussion. The instructor can use the student responses as a basis for 

discussion, to motivate a lecture segment, and to obtain feedback about what 

students know or are thinking. 

 

How to do this online

 

This is a three-step process where first each student thinks silently about a 

question that is usually posed by the teacher. Next, students are paired and 

discuss their initial responses. In the third and final step, students share either 

their own response or their partner’s response with the larger group. This 

activity provides a way for students to get to know a peer. It also gives 

students the opportunity to refine their thoughts and practice articulating 

them with just one person before presenting to a larger group. 

 

Students are paired up and use an online platform (see tools) for back and 

forth communication either synchronously or asynchronously. 

 

PROS: If done asynchronously, students have thinking time. Students can 

communicate in a modality that suits them - text, audio, video. 

  

CONS: If think-pair share is done synchronously, it can be difficult to find a 

mutually agreeable time to meet online. Conversely, if it is done 
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asynchronously, one student may finish the first step and want to pair up 

before their partner is ready. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas Discussions - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 Canvas Page - https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1842 

 Zoom https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/more-apps/zoom 

 Slack https://slack.com/ 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

This is a three-step process where first each student thinks silently about a 

question that is usually posed by the teacher. Next, students are paired and 

discuss their initial responses. In the third and final step, students share either 

their own response or their partner’s response with the larger group. This 

activity provides a way for students to get to know a peer. It also gives 

students the opportunity to refine their thoughts and practice articulating 

them with just one person before presenting to a larger group. 

 

PROS: The instructor can easily identify pairs that are having difficulty. This 

can be a thinking break after a short lecture. 

  

CONS: f this is a large class, time constraints may deter sharing. The record of 

responses is not saved unless intentionally archived. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Paper and pencil 
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