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 III. Dig Deeper > 7. Further Exploration > Informal Surveys 

Informal Surveys 

Students are asked to collect responses based on questions they create. 

Surveys can be administered in a variety of formats including impromptu in-

person surveys on the street, for example. 

 

How to do this online

 

Students are asked to gather responses to a set of questions they have 

written, which will inform their analysis of a topic in an online discussion, and 

also in papers written for the course. These surveys are considered informal 

because they aren't aimed at gathering statistically significant sample sizes. 

Rather, they are aimed at gathering responses to inform later analysis that 

compares course readings with survey responses. 

 

PROS: There are a variety of easy-to-use online survey builders that provide 

insightful analytics dashboards and data exports. Students can distribute 

surveys to a wider range of interviewees online, compared to face-to-face 

interviews. 

  

CONS: Students will need to have some comfort creating an online survey. It's 

harder for students to conduct a real-time oral (as opposed to written) online 

survey online -- compared to face-to-face. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Jotform - https://www.jotform.com  

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

https://www.jotform.com/
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Students are asked to gather responses to a set of questions they have 

written, which will inform their analysis of a topic in classroom discussion. 

Students roam around the room ask ask each other questions. Students may 

also be encouraged to leave the classroom and survey individuals walking in 

and around the university. Students share findings in the subsequent 

classroom discussion. These surveys are considered informal because they 

aren't aimed at gathering statistically significant sample sizes. Rather, they are 

aimed at gathering responses to inform later analysis that compares course 

readings with survey responses. 

 

PROS: Students are guaranteed to gather at least a couple responses to 

survey questions, as compared to surveys administered online where they 

might not be able to gather responses. 

  

CONS: Respondents will likely be more homogeneous in and around the 

university.  

  

Tools you could use: 

 Pen and paper  

  


