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 III. Dig Deeper > 7. Further Exploration > Perspective Taking 

Perspective Taking 

Ask students to adopt the perspective of someone else involved in a given 

situation. 

 

How to do this online

 

Ask students to visit a place where someone is affected by a topic in your 

class. For example, students in a public policy course could volunteer at a 

homeless shelter to better understand the conditions for patrons in relation to 

policies enacted to assist homeless individuals. Ask students to use their 

mobile device to take pictures of the environment, jot down how well the 

facilities enable patrons to receive service, and potentially record an audio 

interview with a patron or staff to understand their perspective on the 

effectiveness of social services funded by a certain policy. 

 

PROS: Students have the opportunity to go "out in the world" and more fully 

experience the lives of individuals affected by topics covered in class. 

  

CONS: Not well-suited for learning objectives aimed at helping students 

understand how a group of people can perceive a shared event differently. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Mobile phone (pictures, audio/video capture) 

 Arc (uploading and sharing captured media) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasmedia 

 Canvas - https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasmedia
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas
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Ask students to describe a share experience, such as the deceptively simple 

View from the Window activity, in order to illustrate the various perspectives 

of the same experience. You could also ask students to do a role playing 

exercise where students take the part or perspective of historical figures, 

authors, or other characters and must interact from their perspective. Students 

could also be asked (individually or in teams) to debate a topic from a side of 

the argument that they disagree with or are uniformed about. Students then 

debrief by reflecting and discussing as a group what everyone learned in the 

process of performing the activity 

 

PROS: Great for times when you want to demonstrate the multitude of 

possible perspectives of a shared experience. Also good for exploring the 

world of historical figures to better understand what influenced their thinking, 

and for improving communication between students on contentious topics. 

  

CONS: Doesn't allow for students to fully explore perspectives of individuals 

"out in the world" that experience course topics in their daily lives. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 n/a  

  

https://www.usip.org/public-education/educators/view-window

