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 IV. Wrap Up > 9. Integration / Application > Maps 

Maps 

Students use maps to locate and elaborate upon significant locations. Maps 

can be annotated verbally or with multimedia. 

 

How to do this online

 

Mapping assignments provide students a chance to investigate how 

geography can affect the economy, climate, politics, linguistics, historical or 

current events. A mapping exercise helps students think about certain aspects 

of events that can't be revealed by a list of fact and dates. For example, a 

mapping exercise about the Crusades could help students investigate how 

geographic features such as proximity of cities in a region affected the 

expansion of Christianity at the time. You can assign students a region and 

ask them to examine relationships that are pertinent to your material. 

Students submit their work via narratives or links to maps they create using 

online tools (see below). 

 

PROS: The online format is especially productive because online map tools 

make layering and annotating easy and powerful. 

  

CONS: Students will need to become familiar with online mapping tools. 

Consider providing students a link to help resources for any tool that you 

suggest. Also, create your own map to ensure that you understand the basics 

of the tool well enough to help troubleshoot if students run into issues. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 myHistro (especially good for presenting geographically on a sequence of 

events): http://www.myhistro.com 

http://www.myhistro.com/
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 ZeeMaps (good for mapping out demographics of different regions, for 

example): http://www.zeemaps.com 

 Google Maps:  https://www.google.com/maps 

 ArcGIS:  https://www.arcgis.com/home/index.html 

 ThingLink:  https://www.thinglink.com/ 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

Mapping assignments provide students a chance to investigate how 

geography can affect the economy, climate, politics, linguistics, historical or 

current events. A mapping exercise helps students think about certain aspects 

of events that can't be revealed by a list of fact and dates. For example, a 

mapping exercise about the Crusades could help students investigate how 

geographic features such as proximity of cities in a region affected the 

expansion of Christianity at the time. You can assign students a region and 

ask them to examine relationships that are pertinent to your material. The 

maps that students create can be an impetus for a classroom discussion or 

debate. 

 

PROS: If this is a group assignment, collaboration may be easier. The 

instructor is readily accessible. 

  

CONS: Paper maps are static, much less dynamic and interesting than maps 

created with digital tools 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Pen and paper 

 Document camera and classroom projector 

  

http://www.zeemaps.com/
https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.arcgis.com/home/index.html
https://www.thinglink.com/

