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 III. Dig Deeper > 8. Meaning Making & Integration > Concept Maps 

Concept Maps 

Students write keywords about a concept onto sticky notes and then organize 

them into a flowchart. This could be less structured. Students simply draw the 

connections they make between concepts. 

 

How to do this online

 

Concept maps are generally used to get students to connect what they know 

with their own ideas and the class - ideally surfacing a synthesis of ideas in a 

new and novel way. The tools we suggest below work well in collaborative 

groups of three or four. We recommend asking students to post a link to 

their map in a Canvas discussion and then write about the connections they 

found. 

 

PROS: Students can work individually or in groups (on the same concept 

map) while separated by time and place. This activity can greatly increase 

productivity for in-class student group work formulating an original thesis or 

drafting and outline for a student paper, for example. 

  

CONS: Students may not have used online concept mapping tools, and those 

shy about using technology may get too focused on making sure the 

technology works. Consider including a link to help resources for any of the 

concept map tools you suggest to students. Also, make sure you have tried to 

produce a concept map using any suggested tools so you can help 

troubleshoot any problems that arise. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Coggle - https://coggle.it 

 MindMeister - https://www.mindmeister.com 

https://coggle.it/
https://www.mindmeister.com/


 
 

99 

 Bubbl.us - https://bubbl.us 

 

 How to do this in the classroom 

 

Tools used to create online concept maps can also be used in the classroom. 

As a group activity, students can gather around a large piece of paper or 

designate one person to input the information into a digital concept map. 

The result is a visual way to link where the class has been, where they are, 

and where they would like to go - drawing connections between concepts to 

synthesize the relationship of elements in a new and novel way.  

 

PROS: Students don't need to learn how to use online concept mapping 

tools. 

  

CONS: The end product is either 1) not easily shared with student group 

members outside class or 2) a static version of the concept map (if students 

post a picture online). Further refinements to the concept map after the class 

session are not made and shared as easily compared to online concept maps. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Flip-board sheets 

 Post-it notes 

 Pens 

 Coggle - https://coggle.it 

 MindMeister - https://www.mindmeister.com 

 Bubbl.us - https://bubbl.us 

  

https://bubbl.us/
https://coggle.it/
https://www.mindmeister.com/
https://bubbl.us/

