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 III. Dig Deeper > 8. Meaning Making & Integration > Observational Writings 

Observational Writings 

Accounting for all the senses (sight, sound, touch, taste, smell) this type of 

writing asks students to give an in-depth first-hand account of a person, 

place, or thing by describing in detail the subject and it's environment, the 

student's impressions of the subject, and their judgment of the subject. 

 

How to do this online

 

Ask students to use their mobile device to capture images / audio / video 

that adequately documents their experience or environment. Next, ask student 

to write out as much information about the place or event as they can with 

pen and paper. If students haven’t received sufficient scaffolding to learn what 

constitutes observational writing for the topic, consider providing students a 

handout explaining what observations they should look out for. Students can 

turn in their media recordings and written observations into a Canvas 

assignment or discussion (for sharing observations with the class). 

 

PROS: Students can be located anywhere (in heavily online hybrid courses 

that don't require many in-class sessions), which means they may have a 

wider range of environments / experiences to observe compared to what’s 

available in and around the university. 

  

CONS: You will want to ensure students understand expectations for the 

breadth of their observations. Handouts with steps to take or things to look 

for will help, and you may consider creating a rubric in Canvas to 

communicate assessment criteria with students. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Mobile phone (pictures, audio/video capture) 
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 Arc (uploading and share of captured media) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasmedia 

 Canvas - https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas 

 

 How to do this in the classroom 

 

Ask students to go outside the classroom and jot down observations of 

phenomena with pen and paper. If students haven’t received sufficient 

scaffolding to learn what constitutes observational writing for the topic, 

consider going on a short class observation activity to demonstrate what they 

should look out for. When students return to class they can present their 

findings to the entire class or in small groups. 

 

PROS: Compared to an online class, it will be easier for you to ensure that 

students understand what constitutes observational writing before performing 

the graded activity (if applicable). You could spend 15 minutes of a class 

session going to a space and observing together with students. After the 

practice observation ask students to report back what they found, and point 

out observations that many students missed. 

  

CONS: Students won't have the same diversity of possible experiences 

compared to heavily online hybrid/blended classes that allow students to be 

geographically dispersed between in-class sessions. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Pen and paper 
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