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I. Set the Stage > 4. Preliminary Check for Understanding > What’s the Principle? 

What’s the Principle? 

After recognizing a problem, students assess what principle(s) to apply in 

order to solve it. Helps focus on types of problems rather than specific 

problems. Principles should be listed out. 

 

How to do this online

 

Provide a link to a “What's the Principle?” list that includes the principles you 

have covered in the course to-date or post that information on a Canvas 

page. Ask students to determine which principles are involved in the case or 

example you are looking at and provide rationales for their choices. There are 

multiple ways to collect responses. They can be collected in a Canvas 

discussion using the feature that hides other responses until the student has 

posted. You can collect responses in a survey and then report the results to 

the students in an informal video correcting any misconceptions. You can also 

embed a poll into a Canvas course. 

 

PROS: Students have to think on their own and come up with the rationale 

for choosing a given principle. If they haven’t already learned the principles, 

they will be forced to spend more time researching them. 

  

CONS: If you decide to use small groups to match the principles there is 

some set-up and tracking time involved. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas discussion - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 Poll Everywhere https://www.polleverywhere.com/ 

 Padlet https://padlet.com 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
https://www.polleverywhere.com/
https://padlet.com/
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How to do this in the classroom 

 

Create a “What's the Principle?” list on the board or overhead that includes 

the principles you have covered in the course to-date. Ask students to 

determine which principles are involved in the case or example you are 

looking at and provide rationales for their choices. This is a perfect activity for 

informal small group work. Have students report out which principles are 

involved and provide some time for discussion and to correct any 

misconceptions. This can all be done with paper and pencil or you can 

introduce an informal poll that appears on the screen (see tools.) An 

alternative to a digital poll is to create a set of color-coded cards for each 

principle and have students—or groups of students—hold up the card for the 

matching principle(s). 

 

PROS: You can easily track the students’ approach and note where there 

seems to be some confusion, exploring and correcting misconceptions on the 

spot. 

  

CONS: Unless you use something like a polling tool or have the students 

write their responses on paper you might not get the full range of 

misconceptions since student can follow along with what their classmates say. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 3 x 5 cards or the students’ own paper 

 Poll Everywhere https://www.polleverywhere.com/ 

 Padlet https://padlet.com 

  

https://www.polleverywhere.com/
https://padlet.com/

