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I. Set the Stage > 3. Preliminary Meaning Making > Discussions 

d 

3. Preliminary Meaning Making 

3. Preliminary Meaning Making 

Students begin to reflect on how this new information ties into what they already 

know or have already experienced. 

Discussions 

Students share their thoughts on how new information ties into their existing 

knowledge. The class reflects together on new understandings. 

 

How to do this online

 

In a Canvas discussion board post questions that prompt students to talk 

about what is surfacing for them about the issue/topic. What sense can they 

make of it at this initial stage? What have they learned? What questions do 

they still have? What are the theories they’ve learned thus far that might 

apply to the issue? Ask students to make suggestions about how they might 

explore the topic further. 

 

PROS: Every student needs to participate and every student can be heard. 

Students have time to think about their responses. They can learn from their 

classmates’ ideas and questions and engage in further discussion with them. 

There is a record of all the ideas that they can return to. 

  

CONS: Not always as spontaneous as the classroom discussion.  

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas discussion tool - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
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How to do this in the classroom 

 

Open the topic for general discussion, prompting students to talk about what 

is surfacing for them about the issue/topic. What sense can they make of it at 

this initial stage? What have they learned? What questions do they still have? 

What are the theories they’ve learned thus far that might apply to the issue? 

As a final part of the discussion, ask students to brainstorm ideas for how 

they might explore the topic further. These can be captured on the board. 

 

PROS: Spontaneous. Easier for the instructor to “control.” Class can quickly 

come to consensus about the way forward. 

  

CONS: Not all students will be heard. Student may not have had sufficient 

time to think about their responses. Shy students may not contribute 

something that could be valuable. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Board 

  


