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I. Set the Stage > 3. Preliminary Meaning Making > Small Group Work 

Small Group Work 

Students are placed in (or form by themselves) teams to complete a task. 

Groups may be encouraged to share drafts of their work for constructive 

feedback from classmates before proceeding to deeper learning activities. 

 

How to do this online

 

Create groups using the Group Set function in Canvas and divide the students 

into groups either randomly or manually. Create a group assignment that 

requires students to describe the issue in their own words. What is surfacing 

for them? What sense can they make of it? What are the theories they’ve 

learned thus far that might apply to the issue? What questions do they still 

have? Ask them to come up with some suggestions for how to explore the 

topic further. These assignments can be turned into you but if you want the 

groups to see each other’s work you will need to set up a space to share the 

results.  

 

PROS: Canvas provides an easy way to share in groups. Everyone can be 

“heard” and contribute. You can check on the groups progress and see how 

they are doing, who is really contributing, who is not. 

  

CONS: May not be as spontaneous and dynamic as a classroom group. Needs 

an extra step to share the groups’ work. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas Group function 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigngroup 

 Intergroup sharing via Padlet or Canvas Wiki Pages 

https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1842 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigngroup
https://padlet.com/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1842
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How to do this in the classroom 

 

Divide students into groups. Ask the groups to discuss and record: What is 

surfacing for them about the issue/topic? What sense can they make of it at 

this initial stage? What are the theories they’ve learned thus far that might 

apply to the issue? What questions do they have? The groups’ final task 

should be to come up with some suggestions for exploring the topic 

further.  Have groups share the highlights of their discussion along with their 

plans for further exploration. As an entire class, discuss what emerged from 

the groups and which plans seem most feasible for further exploration. 

 

PROS: Spontaneous. Groups are responding just with the information they 

have at hand. It is easy to share between groups and come up with a class 

plan. 

  

CONS: Students don’t have as much time to think deeply about the 

questions. The individual groups’ work is not saved, which can make it harder 

to retrieve later if needed. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Paper and board 

  


