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I. Set the Stage > 2. Preparatory Exploration > Relevant Websites 

Relevant Websites 

Students are directed to specific websites by the instructor or encouraged to 

seek out websites relevant to the topic at hand on their own. 

 

How to do this online

 

Direct students to a relevant website and provide instructions for the kinds of 

things you want them to explore on the site. You may want them to provide 

evidence that they have interacted with the site by asking them to respond to 

questions in an assignment, quiz or discussion. Alternatively, ask students to 

find relevant websites and post links to these in a central location (see tools) 

along with a brief explanation of why it is relevant to the topic and what they 

discovered on the site. 

 

PROS: If you ask students to provide you with evidence that they have been 

to the site, you can have confidence that they did it. Doing this exercise 

online makes it easier to share relevant websites that the students have 

found. 

  

CONS: In the case of websites that require some expertise—like grant agency, 

medical, or financial sites—students may not be able to successfully navigate 

to the information they need without direction from you. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Padlet - https://padlet.com/ 

 Canvas wiki page 

 Canvas discussion - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 Airtable - https://airtable.com/ 

https://padlet.com/
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
https://airtable.com/
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How to do this in the classroom 

 

Bring up a website in class and walk through it together, answering questions 

and encouraging students to think about the kinds of information they could 

find on the site. Assign them to explore the site on their own after class and 

to answer some questions you have provided. Alternatively ask them to 

explore the site before class and to bring in their questions and observations 

to class. 

 

PROS: You can be confident that students are acquainted with the site and 

can answer any questions as soon as they come up.  

  

CONS: Since students are not in the driver’s seat they may not remember 

how to navigate around a site later. You might consider creating a handout 

for tips on navigating the site if it is a site that requires expertise. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Internet 

  


