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I. Set the Stage > 2. Preparatory Exploration > Academic Articles 

Academic Articles 

Students are directed to specific academic articles by the instructor or 

encouraged to search for (and evaluate) academic articles relevant to the 

topic on their own. 

 

How to do this online

 

Ask students to search for relevant academic articles. Summarized versions or 

annotated bibliographies can be turned in to you or shared with the class. 

(See tools for sharing). Alternatively, you may want to select the articles 

yourself providing direct links (permalinks) from Canvas to the articles in the 

library. For articles that you select, develop a discussion prompt that requires 

students to have read the articles and cite relevant passages when replying 

during the discussion. 

 

PROS: If shared, students can quickly see the variety and depth of articles on 

the topic. Passages can be cited in online discussions or even annotated as a 

group depending on the tools you use. (See tools.)  

  

CONS: If the class is large, it may be hard for you to keep track of all the 

students’ work unless the summaries / annotated bibliographies are also 

turned in. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas discussion - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 

Bib tools 

 Mendeley https://www.mendeley.com/ 

http://libguides.seattleu.edu/linking
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
https://www.mendeley.com/
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 Zotero https://www.zotero.org/ 

 End Note http://endnote.com/product-details 

 

Annotation Tools 

 Perusall https://perusall.com/ 

 

 How to do this in the classroom 

 

Ask students to search for relevant academic articles. They should bring in 

notes, summarized versions or annotated bibliographies for aid in discussion. 

These notes can be turned in to you at the end of class. Small groups can 

discuss what emerged from the readings, what clarified, what findings were 

contradictory, etc. Students can then create a list of questions for further 

investigation. Alternatively, you may want to select the articles yourself. Either 

way, use the discussion to explore what emerged from the readings. 

 

PROS: Students must show up with something to indicate they’ve done the 

readings and can engage in the discussion. Discussion is organic and students 

can respond in real time with the findings they have. 

  

CONS: This is difficult to do in a large class without breaking into groups. The 

only person with a record of all the articles found will be the instructor unless 

students post them online afterwards. 

  

Tools you could use: 

Paper 

White board 

  

https://www.zotero.org/
http://endnote.com/product-details
https://perusall.com/

