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I. Set the Stage > 2. Preparatory Exploration > Personal Experiences 

Personal Experiences 

Students share stories from their own lives that tie into course concepts. 

Students may also be asked to seek out new examples from their daily lives. 

 

How to do this online

 

Ask students to relate the material under discussion to something in their 

own life. Do they or people they know have personal experience with the 

topic or issue? Or, does it seem like something that has nothing to do with 

them? Students can turn in informal papers, post to a discussion board, or 

create a small multimedia narrative that can be posted online. 

 

PROS: If shared with the rest of the class rather than being turned in to the 

instructor, these stories of personal experiences can help enrich understanding 

as students see differences and commonalities among the stories of their 

fellow students. 

  

CONS: Caution must be taken to ensure that students understand that they 

are interacting in a public format—even though it is within a password-

protected learning system. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas discussion or assignment tools - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials 

 Adobe Spark https://spark.adobe.com/ 

 Sutori https://www.sutori.com 

 Sway https://sway.com/ 

 Others listed in the CDLI Gadget Finder 

 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials
https://spark.adobe.com/
https://www.sutori.com/
https://sway.com/
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdli/toolkit/gadget-finder/
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How to do this in the classroom 

 

Ask students to relate the material under discussion to something in their 

own life. Do they, or people they know, have any personal experience with the 

topic or issue? Or, does it seem like something that has nothing to do with 

them? This is probably best done in small groups and then groups can report 

out about common themes and new insights gained. 

 

PROS: Students can share and relate directly and organically.  

  

CONS: Not all students will want to talk directly and there is no digital record 

of what is shared. There may be extroverts that dominate the conversation. 

Does not leave time for slow and thoughtful responses to the prompt. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 The Discussion Book: 50 ways to get people talking by Stephen D. 

Brookfield and Stephen Preskill. 

  


