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 IV. Wrap Up > 9. Resolution & Wrapup > Journal 

Journal 

Students keep a journal about the course material and how it relates to their 

own life, learning and future plans. Journals communicate questions, fears or 

anxieties that may not have been expressed out loud. 

 

How to do this online

 

Ask students to create a journal entry that begins by reflecting on what they 

have learned; how they may have changed their thinking; where the 

conversation has taken them; what insights they have reached and what 

questions are still left unanswered. Prompt them to consider what comes next 

and what more they want to learn. 

 

PROS: Online, it is easy to see that students are doing their journal entries 

rather than waiting and writing them all at once just before the journal is due. 

Students can include multimedia if desired. 

  

CONS: You will need to keep up with the journal entries as they are turned 

in—even if it is very simple feedback. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas Groups (create a group for each student, assign journal entries as a 

discussion and choose groups. This will provide a private way to capture a 

stream of posts.) 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigngroup 

 Blogger https://www.blogger.com (Blogger allows the student to have a 

private blog they can share with you.) 

 

 How to do this in the classroom 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigngroup
https://www.blogger.com/
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Ask students to create a journal entry that begins by reflecting on what they 

have learned; how they may have changed their thinking; where the 

conversation has taken them; what insights they have reached and what 

questions are still left unanswered. Prompt them to consider what comes next 

and what more they want to learn. 

 

PROS: If done during class time, ongoing journals represent a classroom 

community activity, provide classroom continuity, and give the instructor 

access to student writing at a simultaneous moment in time.  

  

CONS: More paper to keep track of, lack of multimedia, extra grading work.  

  

Tools you could use: 

 Notebook / paper journal 


