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II. Explore > 6. Exploring Key Questions > Case Studies 

Case Studies 

Provide real or simulated stories to students with problems for groups to 

analyze. Each group must arrive at a solution by applying course concepts 

and evidence found in literature. 

How to do this online

 

A case study and associated resources can be uploaded to Canvas (if 

copyright permission has been granted) or instructors can provide a link if the 

case study is elsewhere on the web. If the case study is copyrighted, 

permissions can be granted through the Seattle University Copyright 

Coordinator. 

 

PROS: Using case studies online affords flexibility; case discussions can be 

conducted either synchronously or asynchronously and either individually or 

in groups. Students have time to contemplate the varied dimensions inherent 

in well-written cases. Students learn to communicate their ideas using a 

variety of textual and multimedia tools. 

  

CONS: f group work is required, it can be difficult for students to establish a 

meeting time that is acceptable for all. The ambiguous nature of case studies 

could lead to frustration if students feel isolated. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas Page - https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1842 

 Canvas Discussion - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 Canvas Assignment - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assignnew 

 Google Docs http://docs.google.com 

https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1842
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assignnew
http://docs.google.com/
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 Zoom https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/more-apps/zoom 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

Case studies can be handed out or projected on a screen.  

 

PROS: If working in a group, students not only hone their problem solving 

and analytical skills, but also develop interpersonal skills and the ability to 

work with others. Discussions around case studies can be very lively and 

facilitated by instructors asking probing questions. 

  

CONS: Good case studies are multi-faceted and therefore students may need 

time to absorb the facts before they can act on the material. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Computer and projector 

 Paper and pencil 

  

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/more-apps/zoom

