
 
 

129 

 IV. Wrap Up > 9. Integration / Application > Diagrams 

Diagrams 

Students plan, sketch, draw, or outline something to demonstrate or explain 

how that thing works or clarify the relationship between the parts of a whole. 

How to do this online

 

Concluding a module or lesson with a diagram can help students translate 

abstract ideas into concrete ones. Diagrams work well when you need 

students to be able to "unpack" an idea or process into its constituent pieces, 

showing relationships between the parts. Students can draw and scan their 

diagrams or use a digital tool to produce them (see tools). Diagrams can be 

shared via Canvas discussions, Canvas wiki pages or and external tool like 

Padlet. They can also be turned in as a Canvas assignment. 

 

PROS: The digital format works well because students can turn in a draft of 

their diagram, receive feedback, and then modify their diagram to incorporate 

that feedback. If students were creating their diagrams in the classroom using 

pen and paper, the revision process would take longer because students 

would have to either use post-it notes, which could fall off the diagram, or re-

do their diagram to incorporate feedback.  

 

CONS: Some students may find digital diagramming tools difficult to use. 

Powerpoint actually provides easy manipulation of symbols, lines and text. 

Depending on your course, you may need to link to or create help tutorials to 

ensure all students can complete the assignment without technological 

barriers getting in the way of students doing their work. You can always allow 

students to use pen and paper. They would then need to take a picture of 

their diagram to submit. 

  

Tools you could use: 
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 Powerpoint 

 Creately: https://creately.com/visio-alternative-online 

 Coggle - https://coggle.it 

 Pen, paper, and potentially post-it notes  

 Canvas mobile app (students use the Canvas mobile app to capture 

diagram / schematic and submit) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios 

 Padlet (for sharing): https://padlet.com 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

Concluding a module or lesson with a diagram can help students translate 

abstract ideas into concrete ones. Diagrams work well when you need 

students to be able to "unpack" an idea or process into its constituent pieces, 

showing relationships between the parts.  Provide larger sheets of paper and 

ask students to work in groups or individually, sharing their diagrams with the 

class afterwards. 

 

PROS: You don't need to think about the potential for some students to shy 

away from this assignment due to lack of confidence with digital 

diagramming tools. 

  

CONS: If there is a feedback and revision process it can take longer to revise 

than a digital diagram unless you provide Post-it notes. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Pencils, colored pens 

 Paper 

 Post-it notes 

https://creately.com/visio-alternative-online
https://coggle.it/
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios
https://padlet.com/
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 Canvas mobile app (students can use the Canvas mobile app to capture 

diagram and submit) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios 

  

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios

