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 III. Dig Deeper > 8. Meaning Making & Integration > Diagrams / Schematics 

Diagrams / Schematics 

Students are asked to produce a concise drawing showing the appearance, 

structure, or inner workings of something. 

 

How to do this online

 

This activity works well when you need students to be able to "unpack" an 

idea or process into its constituent pieces, showing relationships between the 

parts. For example, you could ask students to produce a diagram of the plot 

of a movie for a film class by indicating the major parts of the film 

(exposition, climax, resolution, etc.). In a computer science course, you could 

ask students to create environment diagrams to keep track of the various 

stages of a computer program. In a similar way, you could ask students to 

draw a schematic showing the inner workings of a simple engine or organs of 

a biological specimen - noting how the constituent parts work together to 

create a whole functioning system. 

 

PROS: For more in-depth assignments, the online format works well because 

students can turn in a draft of their diagram, receive feedback, and then 

modify their diagram to incorporate that feedback. If students were creating 

their diagrams in the classroom using pen and paper, the revision process 

would take longer because students would have to either use post-it notes 

which could fall off the diagram, or re-do their diagram to incorporate 

feedback. 

  

CONS: Some students may find digital diagramming tools difficult to use. 

Powerpoint actually provides easy manipulation of symbols, lines and text. 

Depending on your course, you may need to link to or create help tutorials to 

ensure all students can complete the assignment without technological 
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barriers getting in the way of students doing their work. You can always allow 

students to use pen and paper. They would then need to take a picture of 

their diagram to submit. 

   

Tools you could use: 

 Powerpoint 

 Coggle - https://coggle.it 

 Pen, paper, and potentially post-it notes  

 Canvas mobile app (students use the Canvas mobile app to capture 

diagram / schematic and submit) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

This activity works well when you need students to be able to "unpack" an 

idea or process into its constituent pieces, showing relationships between the 

parts. For example, you could ask students to produce a diagram of the plot 

of a movie for a film class by indicating the major parts of the film 

(exposition, climax, resolution, etc.). In a computer science course, you could 

ask students to create environment diagrams to keep track of the various 

stages of a computer program. In a similar way, you could ask students to 

draw a schematic showing the inner workings of a simple engine or organs of 

a biological specimen - noting how the constituent parts work together to 

create a whole functioning system. 

 

PROS: Students can work individually or in groups using pen and paper to 

diagram. You don't need to think about the potential for some students to 

shy away from this assignment due to lack of confidence with digital 

diagramming tools. 

  

https://coggle.it/
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios
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CONS: If the diagram is "born digital", students can turn in a draft of their 

diagram, receive feedback, and then modify their diagram to incorporate that 

feedback. If students were creating their diagram in the classroom using pen 

and paper, the revision process could take longer because students would 

have to re-do their diagram to incorporate feedback. Though, you might 

consider whether post-it notes will work for diagramming, which would make 

the revision process less cumbersome. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Pens 

 Paper 

 Post-it notes 

 Canvas mobile app (students can use the Canvas mobile app to capture 

diagram and submit) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios 

 

  

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios

