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 III. Dig Deeper > 8. Meaning Making & Integration > Field Reports 

Field Reports 

Students are asked to collect a variety of media (notes, photographs, 

audio/video recordings, illustrations) to identify and categorize common 

themes in relation to their research problem. Students then interpret results to 

find meaning in the information they collected. 

 

How to do this online

 

Ask students to use their mobile device to capture images / audio / video, 

and optionally draw illustrations, of events or places related to course topics. 

Students then present an argument in a report that includes their data from 

their field report as supporting evidence that confirms or challenges course 

concepts. Students can turn in their mobile device recordings and field report 

into a Canvas assignment or discussion (if sharing reports with the class). 

 

PROS: Students can be geographically dispersed (in heavily online hybrid 

courses that don't require many in-class sessions), which means they may 

have a wider range of environments / experiences to observe compared to 

what’s available in and around the university. 

  

CONS: You will want to ensure students understand expectations for the 

depth of their reports. Handouts with steps to take or things to look for will 

help, and you may consider creating a rubric in Canvas to communicate 

assessment criteria with students. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Mobile phone (pictures, audio/video capture) 

 Arc (uploading and share of captured media) 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasmedia 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasmedia
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 Canvas - https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

Ask students to use their mobile device to capture images / audio / video, 

and optionally draw illustrations, of events or places in and around the 

university that are related to course topics. Students then present an 

argument in a report that includes their data from their field report as 

supporting evidence that confirms or challenges course concepts. In a single 

session, students return to class to share their report. 

 

PROS: Students can share their reports by quickly uploading media to a 

Canvas discussion using their mobile device. You can bring up the Canvas 

discussion on the classroom projector to share the reports and discuss in the 

classroom. 

  

CONS: Students are limited to reporting from in and around the university 

due to time constraints of a classroom session. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Mobile phone (pictures, audio/video capture) 

 Arc (uploading and share of captured media) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasmedia 

 Canvas - https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas  

  

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasmedia
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas

