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 III. Dig Deeper > 8. Meaning Making & Integration > Maps 

Maps 

Students use maps to locate and elaborate upon significant locations. Maps 

can be annotated verbally or with multimedia. 

 

How to do this online

 

Mapping assignments provide students a chance to investigate how timing 

and geography affect historical or current events. A mapping exercise helps 

students think about certain aspects of events that can't be revealed by a list 

of fact and dates. For example, a mapping exercise about the Crusades could 

help students investigate how geographic features such as proximity of cities 

in a region affected the expansion of Christianity at the time. 

 

PROS: The online format is especially productive because online tools make it 

easy for students to gather online resources and media to annotate their 

maps. 

  

CONS: Students will need to become familiar with online mapping tools. 

Consider providing students a link to help resources for any tool that you 

suggest to students. Also, create your own map to ensure that you 

understand the basics of the tool well enough to help troubleshoot if 

students run into issues. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 myHistro (especially good for presenting geographically on a sequence of 

events) - http://www.myhistro.com 

 ZeeMaps (good for mapping out demographics of different regions, for 

example) - http://www.zeemaps.com 

http://www.myhistro.com/
http://www.zeemaps.com/
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 Zoom (students record video of their screen with narration for their 

mapping presentation) - https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/more-

apps/zoom 

 Canvas Assignment or Discussion using Arc (students upload Zoom video 

recording to share with class or privately with instructor) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasmedia 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

Mapping assignments provide students a chance to investigate how timing 

and geography affect historical or current events. A mapping exercise helps 

students think about certain aspects of events that can't be revealed by a list 

of fact and dates. For example, a mapping exercise about the Crusades could 

help students investigate how geographic features such as proximity of cities 

in a region affected the expansion of Christianity at the time. Either provide 

students a printed map for students to annotate with their analysis, or ask 

students to draw the map themselves. Students can work individually or in 

groups and present their work to the class. 

 

PROS: Students can more easily work together to decide on map annotations, 

compared to online group map making. Groups can collaborate on map 

making online as well, but the deliberation on what to include and what to 

exclude on the map is more efficient in person. 

  

CONS: Students may not be able to fit all the information they would like to 

include on a paper map. The online format allows information hidden behind 

a "view more" link that can be show and hidden as needed. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Pen and paper 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/more-apps/zoom
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/more-apps/zoom
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasmedia
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 Canvas mobile app (optionally ask students to take a picture of their map 

using their smartphone and upload to a Canvas assignment or discussion) 

- https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios 

  

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/canvas/#usingcanvasios

