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 III. Dig Deeper > 8. Meaning Making & Integration > Proposals 

Proposals 

Students present a desired outcome, outline reasons why the outcome is 

necessary, and strive to convince a target audience to agree with the 

implementation of the recommended steps to reach the outcome. 

 

How to do this online

 

Think of this activity as a grant proposal. Students need to define a problem, 

present a solution or mission of their project, and provide justification for 

their proposed solution and it sustainability - compared to other possible 

solutions. Your goal at this stage is to help students clearly identify the 

constituent elements of their argument in a real world context where students 

must provide adequate justification for their proposed solution. Students can 

produce a formal text-based proposal and / or create concise presentations of 

their proposals that are shared with the class in order to solicit constructive 

feedback. 

 

PROS: Students can gain real-world experience working with a group at a 

distance on their proposal. This mimics the process for grant writers that are 

often collaborating at a distance. For individual proposals, the online format 

provides many opportunities to submit current drafts of their proposals for 

your feedback. 

  

CONS: Students may not be experienced working at a distance. Consider 

asking students to decide upon group roles and expectations to ensure group 

members are able to, and expected to, contribute equally. 

  

Tools you could use: 
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 Canvas Group workspaces (for group projects - provides a space for 

discussion topics, shared files, and creation of group authored proposal 

documents) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigngroup 

 Canvas Assignment / SpeedGrader (for individual projects - students turn 

in a draft and you provide annotations on their draft using SpeedGrader) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#gradespeed 

 PowerPoint (or alternative presentation tools such as Prezi) 

 Zoom (students record their presentation with audio narration, and upload 

the video recording into Canvas) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/more-apps/zoom 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

Think of this activity as a grant proposal. Students need to define a problem, 

present a solution or mission of their project, and provide justification for 

their proposed solution and it sustainability - compared to other possible 

solutions. Your goal at this stage is to help students clearly identify the 

constituent elements of their argument in a real world context where students 

must provide adequate justification for their proposed solution. 

 

PROS: For group work, the classroom provides students a chance to decide 

on roles and set expectations and deadlines for each member's contributions. 

  

CONS: Asking students to present their proposals to the class can take up 

valuable class time that may be needed for other activities. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Pen and paper (initial brainstorming to inform later online work) 

 Classroom computer + projector (for class presentations) 

 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigngroup
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#gradespeed
https://prezi.com/upgrade/edu/next/
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/students/more-apps/zoom

