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8. Meaning Making & Integration 

8. Meaning Making & Integration 

Students—individually or in groups—demonstrate their understanding of the issue 

or problem by producing visible work that can be shared with the group. 

 

Research Papers 

Students identify a topic to explore, complete preliminary reading, formulate a 

research question or hypothesis, and use evidence resources to support 

findings or arguments. 

 

How to do this online

 

Students, individually or in groups, formulate a research question or 

hypothesis, and use evidence resources to support findings or arguments. The 

SU Libraries provide many online resources to help student students conduct 

research, including email consultations with Research Services Librarians. 

Students can then use various online mind mapping tools to brainstorm paper 

ideas and find common themes or surprising connections to formulate 

research questions. During the writing phase students can collaboratively write 

in real time on a single online document. 

 

PROS: Students have many online tools available for collaborating with group 

members and for receiving research help from librarians. 

  

CONS: Students who are unfamiliar with online learning may find the task 

overwhelming without you, as the instructor, providing a list of online tools 

and resources available. Consider encouraging students to make use of your 

online office hours if they run into questions that aren't addressed in your 

assignment instructions. 
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Tools you could use: 

 SU Libraries Research Path - http://libguides.seattleu.edu/theresearchpath 

 Canvas (group workspaces & collaborative document authoring) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigngroup 

 Coggle (mind mapping tool) - https://coggle.it 

 Microsoft Word 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

Students, individually or in groups, formulate a research question or 

hypothesis, and use evidence resources to support findings or arguments. 

During class, consider guiding students through the SU Libraries Research 

Path website projected in class to discuss with students expectations about 

the depth of their research. Let students know that Research Services 

Librarians are on staff to help them locate scholarly resources on their subject. 

Students can then use pen and paper in the classroom to brainstorm paper 

ideas and find common themes or surprising connections to formulate 

research questions. 

 

PROS: You can respond to student questions during the beginning stages of 

their research during classroom activities, such as a brainstorming session. 

Your responses to student questions are easily shared with the class, which 

can lead to further class-wide Q&A. 

  

CONS: Class-time will likely need to be dedicated to helping students during 

some part of the research process, which cuts down on class time dedicated 

to discussing the content of the course.  

  

Tools you could use: 

 Classroom computer + projector 

http://libguides.seattleu.edu/theresearchpath
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigngroup
https://coggle.it/
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 SU Libraries Research Path - http://libguides.seattleu.edu/theresearchpath 

 Pen and paper (mind mapping) 

 Microsoft Word 

  

http://libguides.seattleu.edu/theresearchpath

