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 III. Dig Deeper > 8. Meaning Making & Integration > Storyboards 

Storyboards 

Students visualize and arrange a sequence of events to tell a story, analyze a 

problem, or explain a multi-step concept. 

 

How to do this online

 

Ask students to visualize and arrange a sequence of events to tell a story, 

analyze a problem, or explain a multi-step concept. For example, you can ask 

students to create a storyboard to demonstrate understanding of the 

constituent elements of a tough reading assignment. The work needed to 

translate ideas from a reading into a visual representation ensures students 

understand concepts well enough to convey their meaning in a different 

medium (visuals). Additionally, a common use of storyboards is to prepare 

students for creation of a video to turn in for an assignment. 

PROS: Students can use images they have captured, or images from the web, 

to create visuals on their storyboard. This works well if students aren't 

confident with their drawing abilities. 

  

CONS: Students will need to be able to manipulate digital images (resize, 

arrange on screen, flip horizontally, etc.) to create storyboard compositions. 

Students who are confident in their drawing will likely prefer a pencil and 

paper alternative. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 ACMI Storyboard Generator - https://www.acmi.net.au/education/online-

learning/film-it/storyboards/ 

 Microsoft Powerpoint 

 Pencil and paper (students can take photos of completed paper storyboard 

to turn in online in Canvas) 
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How to do this in the classroom 

 

Ask students to visualize and arrange a sequence of events to tell a story, 

analyze a problem, or explain a multi-step concept. For example, you can ask 

students to create a storyboard to demonstrate understanding of the 

constituent elements of a tough reading assignment. The work needed to 

translate ideas from a reading into a visual representation ensures students 

understand concepts well enough to convey their meaning in a different 

medium (visuals). Additionally, a common use of storyboards is to prepare 

students for creation of a video to turn in for an assignment. 

 

PROS: In the classroom you can circulate while students are working on a 

storyboard (individually or in groups) and help guide students that seem to 

be getting stuck or are running into problems. Students who are confident in 

their drawing skills have only their imagination to hold them back when 

making visuals for their storyboard. 

  

CONS: Students who are not confident in their drawing skills may prefer a 

digital tool for storyboarding, such as adding free stock images and clip art 

into Powerpoint slides. In the classroom, you can't guarantee students who 

aren't confident creating pencil and paper storyboards will have access to a 

computer to complete their assignment -- compared to a purely online 

activity. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Search the web for a storyboard template to share with students 

 Pencil and paper 

 Powerpoint (alternative to pencil and paper, using Creative Commons 

licensed images and clip art) 

  

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdli/resources/open-educational-resources/

