
 
 

105 

 III. Dig Deeper > 8. Meaning Making & Integration > Wiki Pages 

Wiki Pages 

Great for group projects, wikis allow students to collaboratively author pages 

using text, images, audio and video. Students can also link multiple wiki pages 

together to create an entire website. 

 

 

How to do this online

 

Contributing to Wikipedia articles, individually or in small groups, is an 

authentic task for helping students understand how knowledge is created and 

negotiated. The WikiEdu site offers educator-focused guidance and advice for 

implementing a course page and creating assignments around Wikipedia 

articles through online training, handouts and videos. Students are also 

supported through an online orientation for student editors, handouts and 

videos. 

 

Creating a class-specific wiki - with Onenote, students can update pages 

with text, images and files, and even external resources (e.g.: YouTube videos) 

all in a password-protected environment. A version history is saved whenever 

anyone makes edits to pages. Onenote is integrated into SU’s Office 365 

license, so you don’t need to create student user accounts. 

 

PROS: Wikis provide a great way for students to collaboratively build a class 

website. Additionally, Wikipedia provides educators many resources for 

designing assignments that ask students to edit publicly accessible 

information. These types of assignments are engaging because student work 

is more visible than traditional assignments where only the instructor, or 

possibly a couple student group members, see a student's work. 
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CONS: For class wikis, students may accidentally overwrite each other's work if 

simultaneously editing a page. There are many variables to consider when 

designing assignments that ask students to edit Wikipedia articles, such as 

preparing students to edit articles acceptably including a) neutral point of 

view b) no original research c) copyright and plagiarism d) reliable resources 

e) conflict of interest. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 WikiEdu / Wikipedia - http://wikiedu.org/for-instructors 

 Microsoft Onenote - https://www.onenote.com/ (use SU school login) 

  

How to do this in the classroom 

 

You can use class session(s) to help students brainstorm and plan wiki 

contributions. Students can gather in small groups or discuss in class-wide 

discussions to, for example, a) solidify plans on the structure of a class wiki or 

b) create a list of Wikipedia articles that are good candidates for student edits 

/ contributions. 

 

PROS: Devoting class time to a wiki assignment can help scaffold learning for 

students so they don't get caught up in the logistics of designing the 

structure of a class wiki, or provide a quick back-and-forth dialogue between 

group members when brainstorming and selecting Wikipedia articles to edit. 

This way, the logistics of the wiki assignment won't overshadow actually 

thinking about course content when students go online to do that actual 

work of editing wiki pages. 

  

CONS: Spending class time on logistics for a wiki assignment reduces the 

amount of class time you are able to spend on other course activities. 

  

Tools you could use: 

http://wikiedu.org/for-instructors
https://www.onenote.com/
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 Pen and paper  

  


