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I. Set the Stage > 4. Preliminary Check for Understanding > Muddiest Point 

Muddiest Point 

Similar to the 1-Minute Paper activity, but asks for the “most confusing” point 

instead. This activity is best used at the end of the class session. 

 

How to do this online

 

Use a discussion, assignment or other tool to ask students for a quick 

response to one question. “What was the muddiest point in [the lecture, 

discussion, homework assignment, film, etc.]?” The term “muddiest” means 

“most unclear” or “most confusing.” You can then use these responses to 

frame the exploration going forward. 

 

PROS: They have a little more time to frame their response and think about 

what is truly the “muddiest point” than if you ask them at the end of a face-

to-face class. If using something like a discussion or message board, they can 

see what others said. 

  

CONS: They may be swayed by what others have posted if using a discussion 

or message board. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Padlet https://padlet.com 

 Canvas Discussion 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 Canvas Assignment 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assignnew 

 Canvas Quiz/Survey tool 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assignquiz 

 

https://padlet.com/
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assignnew
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assignquiz
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How to do this in the classroom 

 

In class, ask students for a quick response to one question. “What was the 

muddiest point in [the lecture, discussion, homework assignment, film, etc.]?” 

The term “muddiest” means “most unclear” or “most confusing.” Students turn 

in their answers and you can then use these responses to frame the 

exploration going forward. 

 

PROS: Doesn’t require any technology beyond pencil and paper. Also, what 

they’ve learned, or not understood, is still fresh in the students’ minds. 

Students are likely to answer honestly since no one besides the instructor will 

read it. 

  

CONS: They may not realize what they have not understood until later. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Pen and paper 

  


