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4. Preliminary Check for Understanding 

4. Preliminary Check for Understanding 

Students are asked to define the problem or issue. What do they already know? 

One-Sentence Summaries 

Students summarize the topic into one sentence that incorporates all of 

who/what/when/where/why/how creatively. 

 

How to do this online

 

After a reading, video, lecture or even at the end of a discussion, pose a 

question to students along the lines of “In a sentence, describe the main 

issues...” or “describe the purpose of…” A variation is to challenge students to 

answer, “Who does what to whom, when, where, how, and why?” about a 

given topic and then to synthesize those answers into a simple clear sentence. 

Have students post their responses in a Canvas discussion or see tools below. 

 

PROS: The online format allows students to take the time to do this well. 

Afterwards they can easily see what others have done. 

  

CONS: Not as spontaneous. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas discussion (with the must “post first feature” turned on) - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 Padlet https://padlet.com 

 Canvas Wiki page - https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1842 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
https://padlet.com/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1842
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Pose a question to students along the lines of “In a sentence, describe the 

main issues...” or “describe the purpose of…” A variation is to challenge 

students to answer, “Who does what to whom, when, where, how, and why?” 

about a given topic and then to synthesize those answers into a simple clear 

sentence. They can turn these into you and/or they can be shared with the 

class. 

 

PROS: Collects students’ immediate responses. Trains them to break down 

and summarize issues quickly. 

  

CONS: Not as easy to share all responses unless the class is small or unless a 

backchanneling method is used. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Paper and pencil 

  


