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I. Set the Stage > 2. Preparatory Exploration > News Articles 

 

2. Preparatory Exploration 

2. Preparatory Exploration 

Students are asked to search for and contribute more information around the issue. 

News Articles 

Students are directed by the instructor to read specific news articles or 

encouraged to seek out (and evaluate) news articles relevant to the topic on 

their own. 

 

How to do this online

 

Ask students to go online and find relevant news articles about a topic and 

share summarized versions with links to the original articles. If you want to 

encourage a variety of perspectives, you can create a list of what those angles 

would be. You may even want to assign groups to a specific angle or ask 

students to find both pro and con articles. As an alternative to students 

contributing articles, you could select the articles yourself. Either way, ask 

students to reflect on what they are learning from the news coverage and 

what themes they see emerging, etc. as the basis for a discussion. 

 

PROS: When students are in charge of finding articles, it promotes 

information literacy skills, evaluating sources, etc. Because links are provided, 

students can easily see and read what others have found after reading their 

summaries. 

  

CONS: With a large class it may be overwhelming to review all the articles 

their classmates have found. It could be difficult to discern from the 

summaries if sources aren’t credible. 

  

Tools you could use: 
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 Canvas discussions and/or wiki pages - 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 Padlet - https://padlet.com/ 

 

 How to do this in the classroom 

 

Ask students to find relevant news articles about a topic and bring their 

articles, reading notes and summaries to class. If you want to encourage a 

variety of perspectives, you can create a list of what those angles would be. 

You may even want to assign groups to a specific angle or ask students to 

find both pro and con articles. As an alternative to students contributing 

articles, you could select the articles yourself. Either way, ask students to 

discuss what they are learning from news coverage, what themes they see 

emerging, etc. Main points and themes can be captured and summarized on 

the board during the discussion. 

 

PROS: Easy to organically start the discussion with themes the students see 

emerging and note those on the board, providing for rich discussion. 

  

CONS: Not as easy for students to see (in depth) what others have 

contributed since there are no links to follow. 

  

Tools you could use: 

White board 

  

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
https://padlet.com/

