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I. Set the Stage > 2. Preparatory Exploration > Interviews 

Interviews 

Students are asked to solicit responses from others on key questions for the 

lesson or course. 

 

How to do this online

 

Either provide a question or two for students to ask each other or ask 

students to create a couple of questions about the topic. These can be along 

the lines of “Do you agree…? Why or why not?” or “What do you think is the 

most important factor in…” Ask students to interview two or three people they 

know. These could be friends, relatives, etc. but point out that variety is 

something to aim for. Have them post their interviewees (anonymous) 

responses in a Canvas discussion (or other, see tools) along with their own 

thoughts about what they learned from the interviews—what was surprising, 

what emerged that was different than expected. Have students read each 

others' posts to look for commonalities and to open up the discussion further. 

You may want to create a new discussion that riffs off the first and where you 

frame some questions that emerged. 

 

PROS: Brings in ideas from people beyond the class. Students can read all the 

responses and get a feel for the topic beyond what their own interviewees 

said. 

  

CONS: Confidentiality needs to be stressed.  

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas discussion 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 Padlet http://www.padlet.com/ 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
http://www.padlet.com/
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 OneNote https://www.onenote.com/ (use SU school login) 

 Blogger https://www.blogger.com/ 

 

How to do this in the classroom 

 

Either provide a question or two for students to ask each other, or ask 

students to create a couple of questions about the topic. These can be along 

the lines of “Do you agree…? Why or shy not?” or “What do you think is the 

most important factor in…” Give students a sheet to record responses that has 

three sections: question I asked, person I interviewed, and 

notes/thoughts/new questions I now have. Divide the class and place rows of 

chairs facing each other. One row will ask questions, listen carefully and take 

notes. The other row will answer. After a designated amount of time, have 

one row of students shift down so everyone has a new partner and switch 

which row asks the questions. After a few rounds, use the interviews as a 

basis for discussion. What is emerging? Would students change their initial 

responses in light of what they heard? What other questions arise? 

 

PROS: It is a fast and easy way to get new insights about a topic and get 

everyone talking. 

  

CONS: Interviewees are limited to class members in this case and they could 

be a fairly homogeneous group. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Paper and pencil 

  

https://www.onenote.com/
https://www.blogger.com/features

