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I. Set the Stage > 2. Preparatory Exploration > Scavenger Hunt 

Scavenger Hunt 

Students are given a list of findings to discover about a topic. 

 

How to do this online

 

Prepare a list of things students can find online and link back to or embed. 

For instance, ask them to find a video that supports each side of an issue, 

along with a map that geographically charts where people fall on the 

spectrum, websites slanted one way or the other or evidence of Wikipedia 

edit (revision) wars around the issue. Students can turn in the links they have 

found via Canvas assignment or share their links/embeds in a Canvas 

discussion. Scavenger hunts also make good group projects. Groups can share 

their findings with the rest of the class via a summary or presentation posted 

in a discussion or on a Canvas Wiki page. 

 

PROS: Can improve students’ online source evaluation skills. Provides a rich 

trove of material that can be accessed by all the students. 

  

CONS: With large classes and long scavenger hunt list, student contributions 

can be unwieldy when posted. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Canvas Discussion 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss 

 Canvas Assignment 

https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assignnew 

 Canvas Wiki Page https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1842 

 Padlet http://www.padlet.com/ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Edit_warring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Edit_warring
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assigndiscuss
https://www.seattleu.edu/cdlihelp/faculty/canvas/tutorials/#assignnew
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-1842
http://www.padlet.com/
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How to do this in the classroom 

 

Prepare a list of things students can find that can easily be brought to class 

and shared. For instance, names of 3 people involved in an issue at the local 

level, short quotes around an issue, slogans, memes, simple statistical figures 

and their sources, etc. Walk through the list asking students to volunteer what 

they found, noting what was surprising, where there are overlaps and 

discrepancies and using what was collected as a basis for discussion. A 

composite list of student findings can be created, if desired. The student lists 

can be turned in at the end of class. 

 

PROS: Simple to set up and gets students talking about what they’ve found 

and where. 

  

CONS: Not easy to share what each student has found without collating all 

the lists. 

  

Tools you could use: 

 Paper and pencil 

 If compiling answers, use a Canvas wiki page or Padlet  

 http://www.padlet.com/ 

  

http://www.padlet.com/

